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to open as care home-for aged

Continued from Page C-1
Mrs. Hewitt and her staff — trained
in geriatric care — will provide per-

sonal care for the elderly and will -

assist with baths, medications, provide
meals, maid service, laundry and so
- cial programs.

In addition, llalson between physi—f

cians and guests will be provided. This
service ' is provided with a view to
maintaining maximum. health -and in-
dependent activity, Mrs. Hewitt said.
Transportation to and from doctors’
offices will also be provided when
necessary.

Los Olivos Manor and its cottages
offer 30 private rooms, some large
enough to be considered studio apart-
ments. It is furnished in antiques and
oil paintings, most of which were pur-

~chased with the buildings. Other period

furniture and art objects have been
added.

Mrs. Hewitt is converting one of the
buildings to conform to handicap re-
quirements, in order to make it possi-
ble for those who do not require nurs-
ing care but need a walker. Previously,

such guests were required by licensing
regulations to be moved to nursing

The idea for Alexander House origi-
nated in 1932 when the effects of the
depression began to be felt in Santa

_ Barbara. There were suddenly many

persons whose incomes had suddenly

become diminished, and no county,
state or other funds existed to cover
this emergency. Nor were there many
social workers in this area.

Large houses were difficult to
dispose of during those years, and
when the widowed Mrs. Edward Wil-
liam Alexander found her palatial
home at the corner of Santa Barbara
and Los Olivos streets toolarge for her
needs, she sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Bueil
Hammett for $10,000 in August, 1938.

They in turn deeded the property to

_ the Santa Barbara Association for Old

Age Care, which had continuously pro-
moted and managed the facility:™
The doors of Alexander House were
opened in November 1939. The board of
directors had to raise a sizable endow-
ment fund (which exists to this day), to

insure the continued operation of Alex-
ander House before the State Depart-
ment of Public Welfare would give its
seal of approval for incorporation.

Mrs. Alexander took enough of her
possessions to furnish a smaller home
on Pedregosa Street, which she be-
queathed with its furnishings to Old
Age Care upon her death.

The sale of this second home and its
contents netted the association $30,000,
with which it added in 1955 the Terrace

Cottage with eight bedrooms.
The original mansion had 11 bed-

rooms and nine baths, plus a guest
house with five bedrooms and four
baths. The kitchen was remodeled to
provide for a larger number of resi-
dents. Later, a spacious garage was
remodeled and three bedrooms were
added there.

In 1955, a nursing fund-was sé{ up-in
memory of Sophie Baylor, and this has
been added to over the years. Its two-
fold purpose wasto give aSS|stance and
care to guests at Alexander House who
became ill and could not afford neces-
sary care.
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